JOBS

CARS HOMES APARTMENTS GROCERY COUPONS COMMUNITY LEGAL ADS BUY & SELL

Sign up Login

B;ﬁ)k he

*ANN ARBOR

Whelan unveils $5 million investment
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President Dennis Webb, Township Supervisor Phil LaJoy, founder and President Bill Whelan, Canton Chamber of
Commerce President Tracey Rettig. Behind are employees of W.F. Whelan Co. / photos by Bill Bresler | staff
photographer
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W.F. Whelan Co., a global logistics firm that chose Canton for its
world headquarters, unveiled to more than 300 visitors Thursday a

$5 million investment it has made inside the former Kmart
distribution center southwest of Joy and Haggerty roads.

OWe're happy to be citizens of Canton. It's a wonderful place to do
business,O company president Bill Whelan said during a formal
ribbon-cutting ceremony followed by guided tours of the 1.1-million-

square-foot building.

W.F. Whelan revealed changes it has made inside a facility that for
a decade had stood as Canton's largest industrial vacancy. The
company has 140 employees N an increase of 20 workers since it
made its move in April after consolidating operations once housed

Full Service Dental Office
Welcoming New Patients

2-Hour ZOOM Whitening...$100
Cleaning, Exam, X-rays...$85
FREE for LIFE Tooth Whitening

434=459=7:110

ADVERTISEMENT

TOP STORIES

VIDEO - preview of the big game between Plymouth
and Canton - 9:44 PM, Oct. 5, 2011

Sex offender withdraws from Redford Union School
Board appointment process

Canton honors Gandhi with song, dance

SEE ALL TOP STORIES

MOST POPULAR

1. Sex offender withdraws from Redford Union School
Board appointment process

2. Four men arraigned in Ruby Jewelers holdup

3. Two Livonia Council members want health
insurance, 401k cut

4. Livonia Council candidate re-enters not guilty plea in
circuit court

5. How to survive the new Facebook changes

—

REDFORD Thurston High

UNION THTV's

HOMECOMING Student Views
MOST COMMENTED



Purchase Image

Bill Whelan, president of W.F. Whelan Co., center,
speaks with Canton Trustee John Anthony and Canton
Clerk Terry Bennett at the Thursday afternoon
celebration. / photos by Bill Bresler | staff photographer

More

ADS BY PULSE 360 AdChoices

Solar Stock Alert - ONYX

Solar Company Secures Brilliant New Energy
Technology. Once In A Lifetime Investment Opportunity!
www.OnyxService.com

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.50%

If you owe less than $729k you probably qualify for
3.01% APR Govt Refi Programs
www.MortgageRatesExperts.com

Contract Management Cert

Earn Your Master Certificate in Contract Mgmt Online
From Villanova

www.VillanovaU.com

Canada and Mexico.

in separate buildings in Romulus.

“It gets us back to the family atmosphere,”
Dennis Webb, vice president, said as visitors
mingled inside a reception room.

W.F. Whelan has emerged from a small,
family-owned, customs-clearance business
started in 1974 at Detroit Metro Airport to a
growing logistics company with 350 partners
worldwide. It has become part of United
Shipping Partners, which has some 300
offices in 50 countries.

Import/export

The company imports and exports items from

wine to automotive parts by air, land and sea.

During the tour, visitors paused by large
stacks of wheels — among more than five
million wheels the company ships out every
year.

W.F. Whelan serves as a third-party logistics
company, a freight forwarder, a customs
brokerage firm, a warehouse-distribution
center and a Foreign Trade Zone, meaning it
can store products duty-free for customers
until they are shipped out to places such as

The company ships products every day to 36 automotive assembly
plants across North America. It also has light-assembly programs
such as electronic entertainment systems and installation of valve

stems on wheels.

Visitors who toured W.F. Whelan's facility Thursday included its
customers, township officials, Transportation Security
Administration employees, customs and border authorities,
business representatives and officials involved in an emerging
aerotropolis effort to spur economic growth between Detroit Metro
and Willow Run airports.
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Robert Troutman, director of workforce development for the Detroit
Regional Chamber of Commerce, visited W.F. Whelan to learn how
the region might tap deeper into the logistics industry to create jobs.

“A lot of these flights go from places like Halifax over Detroit. Why
not stop in Detroit?” Troutman asked.

Webb and Whelan, meanwhile, commended Canton officials for
aiding the company in a smooth transition to its facility. Township
Supervisor Phil LaJoy said the company became part of an influx of
new companies that moved here.



Ol just can't say enough about what it has meant to our turnaround,C
LaJoy said. Olt helped build momentum for our economic successes

over the last couple of years.O
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